
HAIL TO
Even Babe Ruth Scor
pire Machine Sugges

.How Sports .

RIGHT In the midst of the busiest
home run season baseball ha® ever

known Mr. B. P. Blair, an inventor
from the Indianapolis bush, steps forward
with an automatic baseball pitching machine
that is calculated to make the average major
league mound artist look like a common

back lot soft ball heaver.
Without demanding any sympathy from

the fans or asking any favors from the umpire,the contraption can be set up on any
field at a moment's notice and deliver the
goods. It can retire batsmen faster than
they can fall Into line to take a swing at the
ball. It can shoot 'em across the pan, cut
the corners or avoid the plate completely In
a series of amazing, perplexing curves.

It doesn't matter what the wind or the
weather, how many runners are on the
paths or what the scoreboard registers in
the visitors' run column. With the proper
attention to its inside works and an occasionaldrop of oil on its firing barrel, it
can travel through inning after inning and
game after game without the aid of the
human hand. It is absolutely oblivious to
the sarcastic comments of the stands or the
scathing remarks of the opposing team. It
is adequately armored to withstand an unpremeditatedpop bottle attack, and it can
survive any mere word debate without loss
of prestige.
All Batters Look Alike

To the New Automatic Pitcher
A11 hattpr« lr»r*!r tallica tr» tho antnmQ tip

pitcher. Tyrus Raymond Cobb, Rogers
Hornsby, George Sherman Ruth and other
noted followers of the Long Poke, whose
middle names we never knew or have forgottenfor the moment, cannot intimidate
the machine no matter how many war clubs
they swing as they step up to the plate.
Their past achievements may be written
down on the record books and their present
glories may decorate the headlines, but the
automaton dips to no hero worship. It
treats every one in the same impartial manner.

It was during a preliminary tryout at the
Polo Grounds last week that the late star
of the Traffic Court,, the great Bambino himself,was introduced to the startling contrivance.
"What's that, thing?" asked the Babe, as

he eyed the apparatus suspiciously.
Mr. Blair, with the aid of a half dozen

friendly interpreters, proceeded to explain.
"Huh!" said the Babe. "Let's see what it's

got."
It was a severe test for any machine and

probably an awful moment for the Inventor.
The great slugger stood there grinning
menacingly, ready to knock the hall out of
the lot. He even rubbed his hands in dirt
to show what he thought of automatic
nHohoro In (ronarn 1 T Tr» Ir» iVin ofon/^a ontno

twenty thousand spectators sat on the edge
of their seats and waited for the crash. Most
of them were confident that they were going
to have a big laugh handed them free withoutany war lax. They were all set to hoot

Women Act
Continued from Second Page.

of servants or to call on servants and learn
the lay of it; then they furnish a plan to
the burglar and frequently serve him, as

lookout while he is perpetrating the burglary.
That's a phase of the art that has come up
since the war.

"I believe the crime wave that some of
our notable policemen say doesn't exist, at
least here in New York, is due to the after
results of the war and to the same cause
is due the number of women who figure
either as principals or accessories. The boys
come back feeling no desire to work in the
old ways and that the world owes them a

living and more. They are encouraged in
this by the admiration of women who tell
them the nation and their fellow citizens
have been more than indifferent. Then the
men plan a holdup or a forgery and the
women think they are Justified. They are so

strong in this belief that they will go to the
length of Jeopardizing their own freedom by
helping their 'heroes.' It's a matter of false
sentiment and false reasoning.
"When a woman goes 'on her own' in

crime her motive In most cases is her own

cupidity. She wants to dress well, she
wants money to spend. In their simplest
form these Ideas lead to shoplifting. In all
cases where kleptomania does not explain
the thefts by women from shops the women
thieves began to pilfer not from necessity
but cupidity. It was so easy to get a piece
of silk, a feather, even a silken undergarmentby Just walking away with It that the
woman who started usually ended by trying
to steal her whole wardrobe.
"In this connection let me say that shopliftingas a crime Is on the Increase. Proprietorsand managers of great stores are

always on guard against it, but. occasionally
they feel that it has been scotched and they
may draw a breath of relief. Then they relaxtheir vigilance and at that moment up
shoplifting starts again and spreads like an

epidemic.
"Women as scouts for crooked gambling

games are Increasing also, but they are a
different class from the shoplifting set. They
are more or less connected with the 'shady'
class, and If they have never been thieves
I nemeci v»*3 mry hip nmniu

thlOVP*.
"The badger game and It* subsequent

blackmailing features 1* naturally enough
thp trup province of thp dppravpd woman,
thp woman of thp Inhprltpd rrlmlnal Instinct.
It isn't made a* public aa It should bp and
too often the pprpetrator Ret* off scot frpp,
but It I* being practised widely In this town.
I know of efforts being made to round up a

Kane of blackmailers the chief of which 1s
suspected to he a woman. She has a group
of women In her employ. It is said, whose
methods are too unpleasant to speak of
publicly.

"Failure of the courts to adequately punishwoman criminals Is whftt is In the way
of true reform. Nowadays It Is nothing new
to find women committing crimes of all
sorts, and when they are found out they
will lay what they have done io their male
associates, who have assured them that even
if caught they fthe women) will not have to
suffer. In the face of the present, big Increaseof woman criminals I still say that
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AN AUTO
ed Only a Single From
ited With Colored Light
Are Tending Toward M

the Hoosier and his paraphernalia off th
premises. It was a grand day.
To avoid an unpleasant anti-climax w

might as well go on and admit that eventu
ally the Babe did get a single. It wasn
much of a single, either. Not a scratch nt
but A. lnnc WAV frnm hplno- a Inctv lift

of the customary Bambino brand.
There were other offerings of the auto

maton which no stretch of the irnaginatioi
could convert into a regular hit. The Bah
whiffed vigorously and perspired frpelj
Still he did get the one single.
The experts considered it a great triump!

for the automatic pitcher. They shook hand
with the inventor, slapped him on tVie hac
and told hfm he was some boy. Mr. Blai
smiled broadly and confessed that he wa
glad to be alive. He knew that he ha
plotted his curves on the chart according t
the proper mathematics and that the tech
nical details were arranged as they shoul
he. But you can never tell about machiner
until it actually starts to grind out the fin
ished product.

Mr. Blair is a baseball fan with a me
chanical turn of mind. During the last fe\
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Trying out the new mechai
demonstrating the machine desig

seasons he has watchejd numerous sluRfesti
wherein pitchers of fctandlnR and repute
with children to support, and possibly all
mony to pay, were subjected to merciles!

nve in l^rirr
Females Convicted

In New York County
,Clu**lftcatlon of crimes of which female*

were convicted In New York county, a* appear*from the record* of the Chief Clerk**
Office, during the period 1016 to 102O Inelnslve,In General Ne**lon* and Ciimlnal
Branch of Supreme Conrti

1016. 1017. 1016. 1010. 1020. TM.
Abandonment 2 6 2 0 18
Abduction.... O 2 1 0 0 3
Ar*on 2 O o O 1 3
Ax*ault 16 13 8 7 7 SI
Bigamy 1 1 2 1 S 13
Bribery 1 1 O 2 O 4
Burglary.... 3 1 1 O 1 6
Conspiracy... o 0 o o 1 l
Criminal C.W. 2 o 1 1 o 4
Felony tN.C.) 2 0 1 2 O S
Forgery tt 7 5 8 7 S3
Ord. larceny.. 13 22 3* 24 20 156
Kidnapping.. O 0 1 1 O 2
Hon*e III f*me 1 0 o n o to
I.lquor tax. .. O 1 O 1 O 2
Manslaughter 4 0 1 2 2 0
Ml.d* < V* r V a a t\ A ft o

Perjury o o o 2 o 5
Petit Inrceny. 40 42 44 55 40 230
Rrc. S. P.... S 8 « 11 5 35
Robbery 1 3 1 1 3 0
Sulfide, nttpd 1 0 rt » O I
I'nlnw. entry. 2 3 5 2 3 15
Violating Sec.

2 too P. L.. O 2 0 0 O 2
Other crime*. 5 4 2 5 « 16

Total* 147 123 110 12S 105 622
Crlm. C. W. mean* rrlmlnnlly rarryln* weapon*:Felony S. C. mean* felony not rla**ified;
Ml*dr. N. ( mean* mlvdemennor not rla**lfled;
Ree. S. P., mean* criminally rceehln* «tnlen
property; I nlaw. Kntry, mean* unlawful entry.

they do not tend naturally to crlms and thai
In moat Instances, under the correct Individualtraining or even in the proper Institutions,the majority of these women can be
reformed.

"It's easier to convince a woman of the
iuuuiy 01 crime man a man. i nis in um

to the fact that crime does not come to her
by nature, and to some men It doe*.
"To judge by facta women have a fear ol

mixing up In bank robberies, In forgeries or

any crime In connection with big money InterestsThey used to appear frequently In
train robberies, going on board as passengersand locating for their 'pals' money and
Jewels, but this kind of female crime is almostobsolete now.
"The United States mall rather than expresstrains is their field. Since so many

valuables are transported now by rural free
delivery women rlflers of mall bags and
packages are frequent.

"I believe thoroughly In woman Jurors,
and with "-anything like a general use ol
them there will be a great falling off of
woman crimes. Since it Is possible to reformthese women, there Is a real gain when
one of them gets a reasonable sentence. I
have a woman In mind who has served three
terms In penitentiary. When she came out
the last time she announced that she was
done with crooked things forever, and she
has made her word good. I have kept track
of her and know that she Is leading an honest,straightforward life.
"1 have known personally but on# thor-
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Blair's Invention---Um

:s for Strikes,Fouls, &c.
echanical Motions
o maulings by batters to the complete sati:

faction of thousands of enthusiastic citizen
e He noted the gradual decline of the mound;
- men and the rising ranks of the battir
't order. And, curiously enough for a mei
t. spectator, Mr. Blair's sympathies went 01
P to the flinging end of the argument.

Back in his laboratory, or his worksho
or wherever it is that inventors gather the

n brains for intensive perambulations, M
e Blair puzzled for weeks over the tangled si
r. uation. Something had to be done to sat

the overworked pitchers. Day after da
h they struggled out in the hot sun. Wha
s they weren't actually in the box performin
k any feat the catcher could think up ar
r spell out on his finger tips the manag<
s would have them warming up for an erne;
d gency or passing 01U hot ones for battir
o practice. It was all wrong, but one can

revolutionize an entire system in a minut
d even in a laboratory.
y Finally the big idea came.not in a flaa

but slowly, cog by cog.
Mr. Blair's original intentions were

perfect a device that would relieve tl
v pitcher of attending morning batting pra<
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nical pitcher at the Polo Grounds. 1
;ned tor use in batting practice.

a tlce and oth#r arduous exorcises that d
, not figure conspicuously in the news of th

day. He had no thought of robbing th
3 pitcher of an honest living. He strove fo

ie Increasing
ough paced had woman, one who I bellev
was born thief and murderer with no possi
bility of reform, and without a grain c
remorse for her crimes. She figured in th
celebrated Wykoff murder case in Nev
Jersey, for which Mont Udell, her paramoui
and Johnny McLoughlin are serving lif
sentences. This woman Instigated the mur
der, insinuated herself into the old miser'
home as housekeeper, and as soon as sh
learned where he kept his money hiddei
sent for the men to kill him
"This woman, in my opinion, is an excep

tlon to her sex. Other women enticed lnt
crime by the men they loved or falling int
it by degrees by yielding to their ow;

cupidity have been in every case not hope
less criminals. Many of them have beei
and all could be, I think, reformed."

Acting District Attorney Joab H. Ban
ton would have written Thackeray's crim<
novel "Catherine" as the great Vlctoriai
did. that Is, without any maudlin sympath;
for the woman, yet picturing her degrees o
"fall" to the bottomless pit of murder as ;

natural descent. He reasoned from his owi

experience of a professional nature wit)
female criminals and decided that "he ha<
learned nothing to convince him that femali
crime Is increasing."

"I will admit," said he, "that It appear
in phases that are surprising even to th
prosecutor hardened to the variety of crime

' For instance, in a case of burglary that In
volvcd several odd features and about whlcl
there were circumstances Indicating that th<
head which planned it was a man's, whei
tha truth, after devious sifting, came to Ugh
the leader w-as found to be a woman.
"From a number of young women crlmi

nals whom I have recently examined I wouh
deduce this, that a good many girls grow uj
without having any moral sense whatever.
"The Impulse that leads a woman to crime

either against the State or an Individual o

herself, Is money. She wants It, she think
she needs It, she does a wrong thing to ge
It, Now. by questioning several who hav
been brought to book for criminal action.*
I And that these young women do not real
Izc what they have done.
"The lack of moral sense to which I re

ferred Is not, I think, peculiar to women o

to any class of society. Recently some hoy
remained behind their families in the apart
ment of a well known apartment house
Other apartments were broken Into am

robbed, and. although there were plain sign
that the Jobs were Inside ones, for a whlk
who committed them was mysterious. 1
developed that these lads had got acquaints
with a gang of burglars and had admlttei
them to .work from their apartment In ad
Joining ones Just, they said, 'for the fun o

the thing'
"The same lack of a sense n/ right am

wrong Is to be found In many young womei
of the present day. Oirls who are arrester
and held for trial, and who would be dls
solved In tears, you would think, on the con

trary Jest and laugh wfth the officers It
charge of them and even try to 'vamp'thesi
men. These young women might easily b<
supposed to have served several terms It
prison, for their attitude Is that of hardener
criminals. In reality this Is often their firs
contact with criminal law; It's their firs
offence, and It weighs on them leas than 1
does on the prosecutors."

,D, SUNDAY, JUNE 26, 1<

TCHER, B.
How the baseball "cannon

out. It put 'em across the plate,
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"wo members of the Yankees are seen

0 no immortal fame. But he did realize tha
e in dickering with the baseball interests h
e would have to show them that he had some
r thing not only "Just as good" but better.

If we were at all conversant with th
~~

technical language we should push Into th
heart of the matter and describe at lengtl

|* all the kinks and cogs of the complete
1 article. We would point to the tiny sprlni

that registers an out drop on the ball, t<
** the piston ring that develops an inshoot, t

the contrivance that passes out a moist bal
lf that even the sharpest eyed umpire must fa I

to detect.
v But we aren't very well grounded in ou
r- technical training on mechanical things, li
e fact, the whole business is a closed monkej
- wrench to us. So we shall pass along witl
s the slight mention that the automata
e pitcher resembles in general outline a bahj
a tank, runs like a machine gun and work!

like Walter Johnson on a hot day.
0 For Batting Practice Only

o Is the Inventor's Sole Idei
n Positively. It surpasses the inventor's mosi

optimistic dreams. Yet Mr. Blair still cling!
" to the notion that his apparatus should b<

restricted in its activities to hatting practice.He has no wish to see the humar
e equation removed from the daily struggle!
" on the diamonds. He still likes to pick up
^ his morning paper anil rend that Carl Mayi

"blew In the ninth"; that Rube Marquard
1 passed four men in Cincinnati; that Fabei
1 went fourteen Innings without yielding a hi1
1 and then (rot himself benched for Indulging
' In Impromptu oratory with the umpire.
e Just what the general reaction of the pithlieand the players will he to the Invention
s Is. of course, too unrertaln to predict In theet
e days of antebellum surprises.

Some pitchers are already grumhllng ovei
- the idea and talking of forming a union ft
1 eliminate every gear of the whole machine
'* Mr. Samuel Oompers has expressed himsell
1 as ready to cooperate In any movement thr
I hall players may inaugurate. He feels, too

that while no Inconvenience will result tr
- the topnotch twlrlers the under dog Is bound
I to suffer. The man who can only do hack
? mound work, the necessary but tinspectacu-

lar day fo rtav tossing. will And himself nut

of a Job. There la even talk of prosecuting
r Mr. Rlair on the ground that ho la dnins
s something or other In roatralnt of trade,
t Other pltohera are all for It. Thoro hat
0 boon ontlroly too much clouting of the hall
«. both before the game and during offlcta'
- oporatlona. to ault thom. They are per'

fertly willing to let aomo machine, whateverthe make, hoar the brunt of the hlam#
r and a ahare of the glory. As thpy figure It
a an automatic pitcher can't hurt their aver

ngoa. and that's all that really counts.

'l Public Likes to Tell the Pitcher
1

«, Just How Useless He Appears
r As for the batters, they have up to th*
t present moment remained, pretty Indifferent
r' to the whole proposition. Babe Ruth ma>
I have had a word or two of comment thai
" might have been worth Jotting down Ir
f shorthand, hut he hasn't come nut in th#

open and declared himself. The rest havr
' kept their lips sealed. They are ready tr
i cater to any whim of the stands, and If th#
i automatic pitcher Is demanded by the populaceand qualifies for a position with .Judg'

Ixndls and the other moguls they are qultf
1 willing to step up to the bat and abide b>
s the returns of the official scorer,
t The public may or may not respond with
i enthusiasm to the Interpolation of a playei
1 who is deaf to catcalls and casual bantering
t To some men half the Joy of the game |«
t wrapped tip in that Joyous moment wher
t they feel callpd upon to stand up ostentatiouslyand tell the bum In the box how

I
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ASEBALL':
" looks to the batsman. Babe Ruth f;
but lajcked speed for Babe to do his b
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useful he would be to the team and NewYorkin general if he would retire to the
bench. "Take him out!" they yell and take
a positive pleasure in watching the victim
squirm.
But the world is gradually becoming accustomedto an automatic existence. An

automatic restaurant has no difficulty in
crowding Its doors until not another soul can

squeeze into the place. Yet when the plan
was originally projected there were any
number of persons who insisted that the
human equation of the patron and the waitresscould not be ignored. They gave the
automatic establishments three months to
take care of the people who woujd come out
of curiosity, and then, they said, the trade
wnnlH ririft bark tho rocnlar rilams Rut

things didn't happen that way. Wherever
people in sufficient numbers gather to eat
there is always an automat.
The self-starter for automobiles had scornersin the early days. "Why lose the fun of

! if ^
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B. L. Blair demonstrating the
vention. The automatic twirler ca

ball desired, drop, curve, fast or s

' the morning crank?" they asked. And the
| thrill of having the bus start on compression

was brought up by others. But somehow
the self-starter Idea caught on and spread
unquestioned throughout the land.
Tn sports there has been a determined

tendency to reduce the entire Industry to an

| automatic basis.not with real gears and
carburetors and such things, but with the
Introduction of system and professional
training that made contests less a matter
of luck and more a debate for the experts.

Sport Fast Being Reduced
to a near m ecnamcai nasis

J Th« question does oCcur, however, if the
automatic pitcher fell In with the peneral
scheme of attaining perfection on the diamond,would it stop with the mere machine

t in the box? Wouldn't It proceed along, with
, boosts from the gallery and fr» «h Ideas from

the young bright Inventors of the country
until the whole game was controlled by an

, electric switch?
There Is much to be said on the subject

of automatic umpires. A machine that could
successfully register the difference between
a ball and a strike might find favor both

, with the players and the fans.
A red light displayed prominently in some

' fashion, such as Fifth avenue traffic towers
flash It, might Indicate a strike. A. yellow
light would do for a ball, with a green flash
recording a foul. T'nless the system were

t simplified the addition of more olors to indicate"outs" on the baselines migb' turn
' the game into a glorified Fourth of July
' celebration, but In time the nation might get
' accustomed to It.
t Personally, the Idea appeals to us as hav'ing something on Mr. Blair's original In'vention. But. having no notion how the
' wheels go together, we waive all rights to
' the patent and toss the suggestion out for
' all takers. Mr. Blair should have his roy

ally, though,
> Momentarily, picture a Yankee-Detroit
t game where there was no umpire to Incur
' the wrath of Ty Cobb or stir the resentmentof bleachers. Without any protests or

chances for a decent argument It would
* hardly he a hall game. Still, some one cotild

always Insist that the wires were crossed or
t that a fuse had blown out.
i Automatic fielders and hatters are hardlv

within the range of Immediate instalment.
i Too many men would be tossed on the

I
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ailed to get a home run in the tryest.
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streets jobless to consider the matter seriously,and there is some doubt as to how
tho fans would take any radical steps toward
removing all the local color and atmosphere
from their favorite pastime.
But we would not be the one to speak of

the idea as ridiculous. Only the other night
Don Marquis told about the automatic sparringpartner Carpentier uses in the secret
sporting chambers of his Long Island retreat.If an automaton can be invented that
has an outside chance of reaching Geotges's
chin, why not a machine to scoop up a U tie
!baseball and heave it to first?

"Isn't machinery marvellous?" exclat ned
the young girl who was being taught the
elementary principles of an ice cttam
freezer.

It is. V
But let's go slow on the thing until we

find out how Mr. Blair's invention acts wnen
II mceis up wun a wunu series n.\er. i nere

is in the dim background the glaring fiasco

miaow. &*,i A-'--.

pitching machine which is his innbe regulated to hurl any kind of
low one.

of the voting machine that could vote only
tho straight Democratic ticket. Or was It
the Republican?
Anyway, how about the automatic baseball

pitcher?

The Mysterious Potto
THE potto of West Africa is an animal

life little known to most persons hecauseIt Is so seldom found In menageries.hut zoologists studied the animal two
hundred vears ago.
The Dutch navigator Bosma'n, who discoveredand described it. did not fully understandthe significance of his discovery, for

he wrote that the potto "hath nothing very
pnrtlculnr hut his odious ugliness." Yet few
animals have such unusual characteristics,
and there are many that are more ugly. A
relative of the lemur, it differs from that
lively animal in Its extreme sluggishness.
The feet show the potto to be a tree dweller;
they have an opposable thumb and hind toe,
and when tho animal is grasping a branch
the fingers and toes are applied to the
underside of It.
The flrat finger is extremely short, a m»re

stump, and has no nail. Still stranger la
the fact that the spines of the neck vertc*
brte project beneath the skin to form a
series of conical swellings that serve no

apparent purpose. T«iko its quaint cousin,
the ioris. the potto Is nocturnal in its habPs
and spends the day in sleep. Kven In that
it i3 eccentric, for, choosing a vertical
branch, it grasps it with all four feet drawn
together, and then thrusts Its head down
between its arms that it forms only an
inconspicuous knob on tho branch. Thereby.doubtless, it escapes the prying eyes of
roving carnivores.
Th" potto has a near relative, the angwantibo.which Is also a dweller in West

African forests. It is a little less ugly than
the potto, and the neck] spines are lees
developed, but the first finger Is even more

degenerate, as Is also the tall, which is a

mere stump. Zoologists know more of the
anatomy of these strange animals than ef
their habits; for but few persons have ever

seen a specimen In its native wilds. All
that have been sent out to civilization havo
been taken by native*


